First, I desire to acknowledge the honor conferred upon me, and my inability to fitly convey to you by word, the sincerity of that welcome. I am happy to know, how- In these piping times of peace, when all seems going as merry as a marriage bell, it is but a part of every programme?it is taken as a matter of course, that upon all occasions like the present, some gentleman will, with glittering speech and well-rounded sentences, after the fashion of form say: "You are welcome."
We would make you know, beforehand, if language were not so poor, what you can know only when you are gone; you come well, in that your coming promises not only a flow of soul, but a feast of reason. You have lived, may be, for months, in the happy anticipation of this pleasant re-union, when you would shake hands with your brothers, and enjoy again that social intercourse which these meetings invariably develop. Nor is that all; you have been stowing away incidents of interest for this meeting, and have been plying with all your might the principles of science to every branch of the profession, that you might present matters of interest for the consideration of this body. That In that you come, a body of representative men of the profession, by dint of study, application and experience, prepared to discuss and demonstrate from every standpoint, matters of greatest interest to the dentist and his patient, you come well.
We rejoice, that while this word of greeting has been made to do duty under so many varied circumstances, yet on no occasion has it been intended to be more heartily employed. Except when used in hollow form, no word, perhaps,-expresses more. None but the brave officer who cried in the agony of his soul when the fortunes of Waterloo were trembling in the balance: "Would to God But, as each upward step upon the mountain side widens the range and extends the view, successively bringing to sight new and varied beauties of nature, until the farthest reach of vision is unable to take it all in, so the onward march of late study and research in medicine has lead to the discovery of new truths and the development of new principles, until now no one intellect is of such giant proportions as to be able to grasp them all. Necessity, I say, has therefore decreed that it should be parcelled out amongst a number of co-laborers, each pursuing that branch recommending itself to his preference, and so, one and another becoming skillful and proficient in his special branch, would naturally be acknowledged as an "expert," When Gov. Brown was minister plenipotentiary to Russia, the British minister sent to him to ask where he could find an American dentist for his family ? American dentistry leads the world, because it is based on a system of thorough college education, which is the outgrowth of society and association work. It is true that our associations are in themselves educators, but if a man had to depend on them alone for his dental education, he would stop short.
As to a medical education, there are branches taught in the medical college which are not taught in the dental college; the place to make a medical man is the medical college; the place to make the dentist is the dental college.
[ I left the medical profession to be a dentist, and have never regretted it. God gave me mechanical instincts which find their proper outlet in dentistry. Special dental schools have their merits and demerits, but whether educated in a dental college, or in a dental department attached to some other school, makes but little difference if the man be of the proper temperament. "A man's a man for a'that." As a rule, any office-teaching we get to-day from the average dentist, is a disadvantage. I would rather take a young man from behind the plough. It is a mistake to think that office training fits a young man for the dental college ; it is wrong to the very core. Neither do I see the necessity of teaching all the branches of medical science, to make a man a practical dentist. What use has he for midwifery or pharmacy ? of how to treat yellow fever or cholera? When he comes to practice dentistry he will have no use for it. If there is a case of cholera in the neighborhood, he will want to get away from it. Let him prepare himself for dentistry; on a broad foundation, but lay aside all collateral branches.
The respectability or the disgrace of dentistry rests on your shoulders.?Southern Dental Journal
